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At Peters Hill Primary School, reading is at the heart of everything we do. We prioritise phonics and early 

reading, understanding that reading unlocks the majority of other curriculum subjects for children and 

enables an independence and curiosity in the world around them. 

Ambition 

Children will read accurately and fluently and recognise the value and importance of reading as part of a 

civilised culture. Children can talk confidently about a number of authors and use their reading to justify 

their opinions on any number of issues. Children can independently access relevant information to follow a 

line of enquiry and challenge what they read, recognising bias and prejudice.  

Belief 

Children are encouraged daily both in school and home through a number of age-appropriate initiatives and 

strategies to read. Reading achievements are routinely celebrated. Pupils are encouraged to see the link 

between confidence in reading and success in other curriculum areas. 

Compassion 

Through a varied reading diet children will develop an understanding of a range of local, national and global 

issues and form opinions based on their knowledge, therefore being able to offer opinions and solutions. 

Through fictional reading children will develop an emotional intelligence to dilemmas, struggles and 

achievements of characters that they build an empathy with. 

Pride 

Children will take pride in their reading achievements and use their reading skills to become knowledgeable 

in all other curriculum areas and wider school life. Children will feel a growing independence and freedom 

in their learning and a confidence with their understanding. 

Respect 

Children will be encouraged to develop a language of reading and be able to discuss their reading 

confidently, using an ever widening range of vocabulary. Children will accept that people will have different 

opinions to them and embrace varying opinions, without offence or judgement. 

Children in EYFS and Year 1 have at least a daily class phonics lesson, plus an English lesson which will 

be a balance between reading and writing learning outcomes from the National Curriculum. 

We teach reading through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and synthetic 

phonics programme. We start teaching phonics in Nursery/Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters 

and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures children build on their growing knowledge of the 

alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through school. All staff in EYFS and 

KS1 have had training and following training, staff continue to be supported by a wealth of ‘How to’ videos 

on the Little Wandle site, in house coaching and monitoring processes. 

Alongside a daily phonics lesson, each child will also participate in 3 reading practice sessions which are 

delivered in small groups by the teacher or teaching assistant. 

https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files
https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files


Some children will require additional support, so they will also have a catch up session following the 

phonics lesson to ensure they maintain the pace and progression set out in the Little Wandle programme. 

Our philosophy is that no child is left behind.  

Assessments are submitted half termly and the heat map that is produced informs leaders and teachers 

which children are on-track and which need additional support.  

Children who have a particular SEND need that are supported by one to one staff and specialist agencies, 

will sometimes use different programs to teach reading as recommended by specialists. 

 

In year 3 and 4, children receive a minimum of two reading based English lessons per week, covering a 
range of reading learning outcomes following the National Curriculum. The aim of these reading lessons 
are to inform the writing lessons throughout the week, but the structure of these lessons changes 
dependent on the genre. For example, in year 4 when learning about narrative writing, children begin the 
week making predictions and inferences, before moving to features and language devices.  

In year 4, children receive three reading focus lessons per week. Alongside the weekly reading lessons, 
year 4 children receive one whole class reading session per week focusing on comprehension. These 
lessons focus on a different reading domain and reading skill each week and are linked to the class text. 
Children are supported with answering assessment style questions and are exposed to a range of reading 
domains presented in different ways. Year 3 have daily guided reading sessions for all children, working in 
small groups with the class teacher covering a range of reading domains and skills. Working walls are used 
to display the weekly reading focus and shares the process of reading and writing within the lesson. These 
are updated daily, and children use them as a tool for learning. 

Children work with a drama practitioner from the Birmingham REP theatre every year for one half term, 
where children receive a high-quality drama lesson linked to their class text, working on the higher order 
reading skills of inference and deduction. This will often result in a performance for parents and peers. 

In year 5 and 6 two English lessons per week are based on learning outcomes taken from reading domains 
and outcomes from the National Curriculum. In year 5 and 6, class texts are used as a basis for writing and 
children are immersed in the text through speaking and listening activities, drama, reading and writing 
activities. Vocabulary is studied and children are encouraged to use this in their independent writing. 
Interesting vocabulary from texts is collected and displayed on the classroom working wall and written in 
their individual vocabulary books to use later in independent writing. 

Alongside weekly reading lessons, one lesson per week is also focused purely on comprehension and is 
taught to the whole class focusing on a variety of reading domains and skills. These reading lessons are 
focused on assessment style questions and children respond verbally and in a written form. In year 5 this is 
linked to the class text and in year 6 these are a range of genres and extracts using SAT’s style questions. 
Children are exposed to a range of question formats in Upper Key Stage 2 and texts are varied and high 
quality. 



EYFS and Key Stage 1 

Each week in EYFS and Year 1 children have access to a Little Wandle phonics reading book via eCollins 

that they have been working on in lessons that week. This book will be 95% decodable to the child as this 

is the book they have been learning to read in school. Children will also take home a library book of their 

choice to share with parents. Parents are encouraged to feedback on their child’s reading via a home 

school reading diary. Parents are invited to reading workshops and have access to a range of resources on 

our website, to equip them in being able to support their child with reading at home. Prizes include 

certificates, bookmarks, pencils and a new book for 40 home reads. Children have their name displayed on 

the class reading race chart in the classroom.  

Lower Key Stage 2 

As children enter Key Stage 2 and become more independent with their reading, they have a wider choice 
of home reading books. Every child will have a book taken from the Collins ‘Big Cat’ scheme, a free choice 
library book and an Accelerated Reader book, alongside the online MyOn Library at home. Reading 
homework in year 3 and 4 is set at least once every other week.  

Children are encouraged to read at least three times a week with an adult at home, earning stickers and 
rewards for their home reading. As in Key Stage 1, prizes include certificates, bookmarks, pencils and a 
new book for 40 home reads. Children have their name displayed on the class reading race chart in the 
classroom.  

Upper Key Stage 2 

Children read a range of books for different purposes and are encouraged to read for pleasure and 
complete reading activities linked to their books. In year 5 and 6 there is a wider choice of books for home 
reading with access to the year group library of Accelerated Reader books, whole class readers, Collins 
‘Big Cat’ book, non- fiction texts and ‘First News’ newspapers every week. Children also have access to 
MyOn at home which they can then complete an Accelerated Reader quiz on in school. Accelerated reader 
books are stored in ZPD (zone of proximal development) levels and children choose a book in their ZPD in 
order to challenge and engage them as they read. 

As in LKS2, children are encouraged to read at least three times a week at home with an adult and 
continue to be rewarded for moving up the class reading race in the classroom. Children earn rewards for 
moving up the reading race and children show evidence of this reading through their home reading records. 
Prizes include bookmarks, rulers, pencils and erasers, working their way up to a brand new book when they 
read 40 books. 

Reading homework in year 5 and 6 is set at least once every other week.  

Home reading challenges are set in all year groups over holidays such as Easter Book Bingo and Summer 
Reading Challenges. Children are rewarded with carrot points and prizes when back in school. Reading is 
celebrated in classroom book corners, on class blogs and on the school reading blog when children have 
achieved prizes or recognition for reading.  

In Key Stage 1 all children will also read individually to an adult at least once a week outside of the 

timetabled English and phonics lessons. Sometimes this can be twice a week and for identified children, 

they will read to an adult daily. 



In Key Stage 2, children who are working below the age expected level, read individually with an adult at 
least twice a week and more often with teaching assistants or reading volunteers.  

Children are assigned an Accelerated Reader book and a Collins ‘Big Cat’ book and can choose which to 
read during their individual reading session. During these sessions, the focus is on comprehension and 
understanding through direct and rigorous questioning. 

Key Stage 2 pupils are supported by Big Cat Collins books in Guided Reading.  

In year 3, all children have a weekly small group guided reading session with their class teacher. Each 
session focuses on a different reading domain each week and challenges children to respond to a range of 
written and verbal questions.  

In year 4, only children working below age expectations, and within the lower expected band, have weekly 
guided reading sessions with the class teacher. Each session focuses on a different reading domain. 
Children respond to written, test style questions and enjoy participating in discussions about the book within 
their group. Children who are working below age expectations also have weekly phonic and comprehension 
interventions with the teaching assistant in the year group. 

In year 5 and 6, children who are working below age expectations are part of a guided reading group once 
a week, which is led by their class teacher. Each session is focused on one reading domain or reading 
learning outcome from the National Curriculum. The focus of each session is varied each week to promote 
confidence and exposure to all domains and objectives. Texts for these sessions are also varied, some are 
Collins ‘Big Cat’ books, some are longer texts and some are excerpts to promote wider genre engagement. 
Within these sessions, children are expected to respond to questions verbally and in a written form. Some 
discussions are collaborative, and some responses are independent. At the end of year 5 and throughout 
year 6, children are exposed to assessment style questions to build confidence for KS2 SAT’s. Children 
who are working below expected age expectations are also part of intervention groups within year 5 and 6 
for comprehension and reading fluency. 

 

In Year 2 children start their access to Accelerated Reader. This is a system of accessing appropriate e-

books for home reading. As the skill of the child increases the books set are automatically pitched at their 

level, offering just the right amount of challenge whilst still enabling independence. The teacher can easily 

monitor this in terms of access and progress by using the diagnostic reports on Accelerated Reader once 

children have completed a quiz.  

Children are encouraged to quiz on their Accelerated Reader books weekly. Children have timetabled 
assembly slots to read their AR books, or quiz on books that they have read. After quizzing, children in year 
5 and 6 print their TOP’s report to take home to parents to show progress towards individual targets and 
further support needed.  

Y2 – Y6 participation in Accelerated Reader is monitored and tracked. Individuals and classes are 

recognised and rewarded by SLT monthly. Children receive prizes for achieving their personal target which 

is based on their ZPD and star assessment, and for reading half a million and one million words. Children in 

year 5 and 6 keep track of their individual word count and progress towards targets and can identify their 

next steps independently. 



In Key Stage 2, children have access to a ‘myON’ online digital library which contains a wide range of 
fiction and non-fiction texts. Children can choose a book based on their interest or current topic and have 
the opportunity to hear the book being read to them or can read independently. Tools which are included in 
the online library enable independence such as the ability to add notes as they read and hear words read 
aloud. These books are then linked to Accelerated Reader meaning that children can then quiz on the 
myON book and earn points towards their personal targets. Class teachers can set books and reading 
tasks on myON as extra homework and the library provides a broader collection of books and genres for 
children to read. 

 

*Everyone Reading In Class 
Children in year 5 and 6 have four x15 minute ERIC slots each week. As in UKS2, children in year 3 and 4 
have four x30 minute timetabled ERIC slots each week. During these ERIC slots, children complete reading 
activities in their reading journals, complete AR quizzes or read independently. Activities in reading journals 
are based around the book that they are currently reading independently or as a class reader. In reading 
journals, children complete activities such as writing reviews, asking questions for authors, making 
predictions and re-writing scenes from a book. During ERIC time, teachers also read sections of the class 
reader and it is a time for debates and discussions about books and recommendations. Book corners and 
class libraries in Key Stage 2 contain a range of genres, online books, fiction and non-fiction, magazines, 
newspapers and poetry. Children can access book corners during ERIC time and throughout the day at any 
time. 

Children in Year 1 complete the Phonics Screening Check in June. Information from this check is used to 
plan intervention in Year 2 and any children who do not pass the check in Year 1, will resit in the Autumn 
Term of Year 2 and again in the Summer Term of Year 2 if required. Intervention and small group phonics 
support continues into Year 3, alongside the support from specialist services where necessary. 

Teachers in Year 2 use Teacher Assessment judgements throughout the year which are supported by the 
outcomes of the Key Stage 1 tests which are taken in May. Children complete 2 reading papers, of 
increasing complexity, which provide evidence against the reading domains and end of Key Stage 
framework. 

Four times a year children in Key Stage 2 complete a STAR assessment which identifies a reading age and 
their ZPD (zone of proximal development). STAR reports and diagnostics demonstrate specific areas of 
development so that targeted interventions can be planned. Alongside the star assessments, teachers in 
Key Stage 2 use assessments such as Collins assessments, Rising Star tests and previous SAT’s 
questions to inform assessment. Teachers also use formative assessments during guided reading sessions 
and whole class teaching of reading. TOP’s reports from Accelerated Reader quizzes are taken home by 
children in Upper Key Stage 2 to keep parents informed of progress and targets and STAR assessment 
results are also shared with parents. 

Children in Year 6 complete SAT’s in May. These are externally marked and results published nationally. 
Children take one reading test which assesses against the reading domains and end of Key Stage 
framework.  

Each week, every class visits the school library for their 30-minute library session. Children read with a 
friend or alone, and have the opportunity to change their book. Children are given reading comprehensions 
or reading challenges every other week to complete at home. Children take part in half term reading 



challenges, and their work or photographs are displayed on class blogs and book corners. Our library is at 
the heart of our school and we are very proud of it. Children in Year 5 take on librarian responsibilities. 

Children have the opportunity to work with a drama practitioner from the Birmingham REP theatre every 
year for one half term. Children receive a high-quality drama lesson linked to their class text, working on the 
higher order reading skills of inference and deduction. This will often result in a performance for parents 
and peers, either in school or on the main stage at The Birmingham REP. For a number of years, all pupils 
in KS2 have had the opportunity to travel to The REP to watch the Christmas performance while children in 
KS1 have enjoyed a theatre performance of a classic story in school. 

Where possible, we encourage volunteers to support reading in school and have a growing team of reading 
buddies who commit time to listen to children read and share stories. 

Every day in EYFS, Key Stage 1 and LKS2, children have a story time. This is quality time where an adult 

shares a story or book with the class and through discussion, opportunities are given to expand on plot, 

character, themes and vocabulary. Interesting vocabulary is selected and displayed on the Word Collector 

walls for future reference. Children are encouraged to use this vocabulary in their speaking and later, their 

writing. The texts chosen for story time are detailed on the ‘Every Day a Story Day’ information on our 

website. 

Each class has a book corner where texts are displayed to attract pupils interest and curiosity and 

comfortable reading areas provided for children to read. Each class from Year 1 and above also have a 

timetabled library session so that they can choose from the books in the whole school library. EYFS have 

outside reading areas that are accessible to all pupils. 

In Upper KS2, children have a range of opportunities daily to read, complete reading activities, quiz and 

choose new books using a range of engaging libraries in school and online. They hear their class text being 

read aloud by their teacher each day and have the opportunity to read for pleasure throughout the day 

outside of English and ERIC lessons. 

We celebrate World Book Day annually with a variety of fun events and other key ‘book’ events, for 

example Roald Dahl day in September and the anniversaries of key texts, i.e., Harry Potter 25th 

Anniversary. 

 


